
Ride Report - Greensted Church 14/01/18

Newham Cyclists’ first ride of the new year was blessed with mild weather and a good turnout.  We 
took the Central Line from Leytonstone to Epping, where the ride began with a nice downhilll run.  
We saw a good number of cyclists around Toot Hill which is popular for its undulating terrain.  We 
arrived at the church a little after 11am but there were no other visitors, despite it being Sunday.  
This allowed us to take a good look around, we saw the painting of St Edmund, after whom, it is 
thought, the church was founded.  This oldest wooden stave church has a crusaders grave,  leper 
hole and links to the Tollpuddle martyrs.  With a history of over 1000 years there are lots of stories 
about the church and its congregation, some of which may even be true.
We continued to Ongar and took the old roman road, unfortunately this is rather popular with 
speeding motorists, so we were pleased to turn into Berwick Lane and wind our way through the 
empty country lanes back to Toot Hill.  We stopped at the Moletrap pub for lunch.  It is a lovely, 
characterful place although it was small and seating was limited.  Refreshed we mounted up and 
rode the few miles back to Epping Station.  





